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Course outline: 

1. Defining Prosody:  

What is prosody? 

What are its components? 

What is its function in the language system of English? 

Do all languages have prosodic systems similar to English? 

How are prosodic features of English learned by L2 speakers? 

2. Stress  

 Definition/ Nature/ examples  

Function 

Acoustic correlates/ How is it measured? 

Function in the sound system of English  

Stress and L2 English learners 

3. Accent vs. stress (nature, definition examples) 

What’s the difference between stress and accent? What can we equate accent to? 

Function 

Acoustic correlates/ How is it measured? 



Function in the sound system of English  

Accent and L2 English learners 

4. Intonation  

What is intonation? 

What types of intonational contours are there in English? 

How intonation is acoustically measured? 

What is the communicative function of intonation in English?  

L2 English learners and intonation 

5. Rhythm  

What is rhythm? 

What are its components? 

How rhythm is acoustically measured? 

What is the function of rhythm in the regulation of speech 

L2 English learners and rhythm 

6. Aspects of connected speech 

What are the different types of connected speech features of English? 

What is their function in communication? 

            Can these features be learnt and used by L2 English speakers 

  

Course objectives:  

Suprasegmental features of English (also known as prosodic features) such as stress, 

intonation, and rhythm represent a challenge to many non-native users of English as well as to 

L2 learners whether in an ESL or an EFL context. These features are often produced either 

using the L1 correspondent features, or with an approximation of the English prosodic system 

that still sounds non-native. This course therefore aims to introduce students to these 

suprasegmental aspects of the sound system of English and how to approach them in second 

language acquisition research. The nature, the components, the function of these prosodic 

features in the sound system of English and L2 English as well as their roles in successful 

communication between users of English in the whole world are discussed in this course 

Method of evaluation: 

Students are required to form groups of 2 to 4, choose a topic from the course outline, do 

research about the topic and present it   orally through PowerPoint. Students are helped, as the 

course progresses, to develop knowledge about the prosodic system of English, compare to 

prosodic systems of other languages. The teacher introduces students to the use of the speech 

analyzer software: Praat, how to record sounds and make acoustic measurements of different 



sound patterns through this computer program for phonetic analysis (see Praat tutorial, section 

V).  They are than required to write an individual research paper on the related topic in which 

they must show knowledge of the issues discussed in class, ability to synthesize and reflect on 

those issues, as well as respectable writing and referencing skills. Students are assessed both on 

the oral presentation and on the written paper. 
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