Course description
Descriptif du cours

Department: English
Instructor (s): Prof. Nadia Bouchhioua
Academic year: 2021-2022
Level: M1 linguistics
Course title: Optional course: Issues in second language phonology and pronunciation
teaching (S2, 2 hours)
Course outline:
1. Introduction to the course:
2. Native vs. Non-native accent/ speaking English with a foreign accent
3. Why is pronunciation so difficult to learn/teach?
4. Types of L2 phonological errors
5. Sources of L2 phonological errors (transfer)
6. Sources of L2 phonological errors (orthography)
7. Age and L2 phonology
8. Intelligibility, comprehensibility, and accentedness
9. Norms and models in L2 English pronunciation teaching
10. The role of phonology in the development of L2 reading skills
Course objectives:
The objective of the course is to introduce students to important issues in second language
(L2) phonology such as the importance of second language phonological awareness to the
development of different language skills; oral skills ( speaking, pronunciation, and listening)
reading, and writing skills. The course also aims at familiarizing students to notions of foreign
accent and its manifestation in L2 English pronunciation. It introduces approaches and
objectives of pronunciation teaching by discussing concepts such as intelligibility,
comprehensibility, and accentedness.
Method of evaluation:
Class work is based on a collection of articles that discuss issues in L2 phonology and
pronunciation teaching. Since students have had a course in English phonology and advanced
prosody in the previous semester, their grasp and understanding of the concepts to be discussed
in the present course is expected be smooth. Students are expected to prepare oral presentations
on the articles they are assigned to read each week. Students are helped, as the course
progresses, to develop critical thinking about the L2 phonological issues discussed in class.

Students choose one of the topics in the course outline. They form groups of 2 to 4, do research
about the topic and deliver an oral presentation. They are than required to write an individual
research paper on their topic where they must show knowledge of the theoretical issues dealt
with in the course, ability to synthesize and reflect on those issues, as well as respectable writing
and referencing skills.
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